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the best explanation that i have seen for our distinctive combination of faith hope and naiveté
concerning the governmental process michael kamman washington post this book makes the
provocative case here that america has remained politically stable because the founding fathers
invented the idea of the american people and used it to impose a government on the new nation
his landmark analysis shows how the notion of popular sovereignty the unexpected offspring of
an older equally fictional notion the divine right of kings has worked in our history and remains

a political force today

in this insightful exploration of early american family life renowned historian edmund s morgan
reveals the complex dynamics and values that shaped puritan households in colonial new england

the puritan family offers a fascinating glimpse into the intimate world of these early settlers
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shedding light on their religious beliefs gender roles child rearing practices and the broader social
structure of their communities through meticulous research and engaging prose morgan
challenges preconceived notions and provides a nuanced understanding of the puritan family s

influence on the development of american society

in this updated edition the author provides a new preface to address a few remaining concerns he
has pondered in the quarter century since first publication tag a classic work on the founding by

the author of the bestselling benjamin frankli

a wise humane and beautifully written book bret stephens wall street journal from the best
selling author of benjamin franklin comes this remarkable work that will help redefine our
notion of american heroism americans have long been obsessed with their heroes but the men
and women dramatically portrayed here are not celebrated for the typical banal reasons contained
in founding fathers hagiography effortlessly challenging those who persist in revering the
american history status quo and its tropes and falsehoods morgan now ninety three continues to

believe that the past is just not the way it seems

a masterly quarter century of commentary on the discipline of american history allen d boyer
new york times book review this book amounts to an intellectual autobiography these pieces are
thus a statement of what i have thought about early americans during nearly seventy years in
their company writes historian edmund s morgan in the introduction to this landmark collection
the genuine article gathers together twenty five of morgan s finest essays over forty years
commenting brilliantly on everything from jamestown to james madison in revealing the
private lives of those sexy puritans and the price of honor on southern plantations the genuine
article details the daily lives of early americans along with the great political fiction that
continues to this day as one of our most celebrated historians morgan s characteristic insight and
penetrating wisdom are not to be missed in this extraordinarily rich portrait of early america and

its founding fathers

morgan argues in effect that representative democracy is a tool to bolster rule by the powerful
few over the many the majority are thus led to believe they control their own destiny in this
quietly subversive rereading of our history american colonists perfected the fiction of popular
rule by involving voters in extravagant electoral campaigns and by insisting that elected
representatives derived their power from their constituents meanwhile elitist colonial rulers

who owned considerable property pulled strings to get their way from vendor description

more than any other single man george washington was responsible for bringing success to the
american revolution but because of the heroic image in which we have cast him and which
already enveloped him in this own lifetime washington is and was a hard man to know in this
book edmund s morgan pushes past the image to find the man he argues that washington s
genius lay in his understanding of both military and political power this understanding of power
was unmatched by that of any of his contemporaries and showed itself at the simplest level in the
ability to take command drawing on washington s letters to his colleagues many of which are
included in this book morgan explores the particular genius of our first president and clearly
demonstrates that washington s mastery of power allowed america to win the revolutionary war

and placed the new country on the way to achieving the international and domestic power that
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washington himself had sought for it

the stamp act the first direct tax on the american colonies provoked an immediate and violent
response the stamp act crisis originally published by unc press in 1953 identifies the issues that

caused the confrontation and explores the ways in

thoughtful suggestive and highly readable new york times book review in the american
revolution virginians were the most eloquent spokesmen for freedom and quality george
washington led the americans in battle against british oppression thomas jefferson led them in
declaring independence virginians drafted not only the declaration but also the constitution and
the bill of rights they were elected to the presidency of the united states under that constitution
for thirty two of the first thirty six years of its existence they were all slaveholders in the new
preface edmund s morgan writes human relations among us still suffer from the former
enslavement of a large portion of our predecessors the freedom of the free the growth of freedom
experienced in the american revolution depended more than we like to admit on the
enslavement of more than 20 percent of us at that time how republican freedom came to be
supported at least in large part by its opposite slavery is the subject of this book american slavery
american freedom is a study of the tragic contradiction at the core of america morgan finds the
keys to this central paradox the marriage of slavery and freedom in the people and the politics of
the state that was both the birthplace of the revolution and the largest slaveholding state in the

country

first published in 1952 this is historian edmund s morgan s second book on family life in the
american colonies an informative well researched and well written book morgan sketches the
day to day life of colonial virginians from the planters of the tidewater to the scotch irish and
german farmers in the shenandoah valley he explores such matters as childhood marriage
servants and slaves homes and holidays in the complex society of eighteenth century virginia an
entertaining and enlightening book that allows the reader to glimpse into the world of 18th

century family life

draws on franklin s extensive writings to provide a portrait of the statesman inventor and

founding father

this volume presents an eminent historian s progress over thirty years in trying to understand
the american revolution here is the historian at his best beginning with the assumption that
things are not always as they appear to be delighting in the discovery of the previously
unknown and offering new interpretations with style wit and the good sense to know that there
are always more questions to be answered the revolution is fertile ground for the historian s craft
as these essays attest edmund s morgan discovers in american protests against british taxation an
affirmation of rights that the colonists adhered to with surprising consistency and that guided
them ultimately to independence then after a general reassessment of the importance of the
revolution he moves to a study of it as an intellectual movement which challenged the best
minds of the period to transform their political world next in studying the ethical basis of the
revolution morgan traces the shaping of national consciousness by puritanical attitudes toward
work and leisure this leads him to an exploration of the paradoxical relationship between slavery

and freedom and the role their relationship played in the revolution finally thinking about the
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revolution on its anniversary morgan looks once again at the founding fathers and the innovative

daring admiring most their ability to reject what had hitherto been taken for granted

john phillip reid addresses the central constitutional issues that divided the american colonists
from their english legislators the authority to tax the authority to legislate the security of rights
the nature of law the foundation of constitutional government in custom and contractarian theory

and the search for a constitutional settlement

this highly accessible account of the evolution of american racism outlines how colorblind
approaches to discrimination ensured the perpetuation of racial inequality in the united states
well beyond the 1960s a highly accessible account of the evolution of american racism its
perpetuation and black people s struggles for equality in the post civil rights era guides students
to a better understanding of the experiences of black americans and their ongoing struggles for
justice by highlighting the interconnectedness of african american history with that of the nation
as a whole highlights the economic and political functions that racism has served throughout the
nation s history discusses the continuation of the freedom movement beyond the 1960s to provide

a comprehensive new historiography of racial equality and social justice

john phillip reid addresses the central constitutional issues that divided the american colonists
from their english legislators the authority to tax the authority to legislate the security of rights
the nature of law the foundation of constitutional government in custom and contractarian theory

and the search for a constitutional settlement

essay from the year 2002 in the subject english language and literature studies literature grade 2
0 sewanee the university of the south course history 201 history of the us language english
abstract benjamin franklin was the first american hero he was essential in formulating america s
cause and his role in the peace negotiations with england made him an idol for generations in his
autobiography the reader can follow the course of his life until his 30th birthday although he does
not give any accounts on his role in achieving american independence his work delivers a good
impression on his character nevertheless to understand franklin more thoroughly it is essential to
consider a modern biography about him in comparison to the autobiography which lays stress on
his attitude and principles towards life edmund s morgan s work benjamin franklin estimates his
achievements for america by using these principles as an explanation for his success when
comparing franklin s own story about his life with any other biography we have to take into
account whom he addresses with his writing the first part of the autobiography is dedicated to
his son william and is written while the old man is on a political mission in england in 17711
unlike morgan s benjamin franklin published in 2002 and written for a broad audience franklin
did not explicitly address the public with the first part of his work even though the
autobiography has by today been published and distributed all over the world it is crucial to

consider that its initial purpose was only to inform his son

the oxford handbook of peace history uniquely explores the distinctive dynamics of peacemaking
across time and place and analyzing how past and present societies have created diverse cultures
of peace and applied strategies for peaceful change the analysis draws upon the expertise of many
well respected and distinguished scholars from disciplines such as anthropology economics history

international relations journalism peace studies sociology and theology this work is divided into
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six parts the first three sections address the chronological sweep of peace history from the ancient
egyptians to the present while the last three cover biographical profiles of peace advocates key
issues in peace history and the future of peace history a central theme throughout is that the
quest for peace is far more than the absence of war or the pursuit of social justice ideals students
and scholars alike will appreciate that this work examines the field of peace history from an
international perspective and expands analysis beyond traditional eurocentric frameworks this
volume also goes far beyond previously published handbooks and anthologies in answering what
are the strengths and limits of peace history as a discipline and what can it offer for the future it
also has the unique features of a state of the field introduction with a detailed treatment of peace
history historiography and a chapter written by a noted archivist in the field that provides a
comprehensive list of peace research resources it is a work ably suited applicable for classrooms

and scholarly bookshelves
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